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Some. Obsereations on Ulceration 


of the Kidneys, with Cases. 
By Joun C. Warren, M.D. 


Tue disease of ulceration of the 
kidneys is of not unfrequent oc- 
currence. There is an obscurity 
in the symptoms of this distressing 
complaint, which causes it to be 
raistaken for disease of the blad- 
der, or of the urethra : and to the 
great distress and even destruc- 
‘ tion of the patient, the treatment 
is directed to the urethra or blad- 
der instead of the real seat of the 
disease. 
It is not in my power to dissi- 
pate the obscurity which involves 
the symptoms of this affection. 


in which the phenomena were ob- 
served with considerable care ; 
and their causes afterwards veri- 
fied by examination of the dead 

body. The publication of these 
will serve to call the attention of 
others to the subject ; and lead to 
the discrimination of this obstinate 
complaint. 

$0 


Dr. J. 


But I have met with some cases’ 


I will first state the cases, and 
then add such remarks as they 
may suggest. 

The first of these cases 1 visit- 
ed in consultation with my friend, 
P. Spooner, to whom I am 
indebted for the history of the dis- 
ease and dissection. 


Case I. 


Mr. , et. 29, in Feb., 
1823, complained of passing bloody 
urine. This occurred in greater 
or less quantity every day —gene- 
rally more in the evening than in 
the morning. Sometimes the urine 
was slightly tinged; at other times 
a few drops of blood followed the 
evacuation ; at others again the © 
whole quantity was deeply tinged, 
so that it had to him the appear- 
ance of pure blood. It was increas- 
ed after drinking of vinous and spi- 
rituous liquors,—after indulgence 
at the table,—after long sitting, 
as he was inthe habit of doing 
with his feet raised above the le- 
vel of the chair,—after bodily oe 
mental fatigue. Occasionally af- 
ter long sitting, or after having 
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ters alarge quantity of urine, 
e felt a pain in the region of the 
kidneys. With the exception of 
some symptoms of dyspepsia, the 
bloody urine and an occasional 
pain in the small of his back, were 
all of his complaints. He was di- 
rected a cathartic of pil. aloes, 
and colocynth and calomel,—a 
spare diet,—the constant use of a 
decoction of uva ursi,—and tinc- 
ture of sulphuric acid. For a 
short time his symptoms seemed 
to abate. As the spring opened, 
he took a journey to the south, 
which was of benefit to his gene- 
ral health, but was of no ser- 
vice to his particular difficulty. 
Through the summer he com- 
plained but little, but in the au- 
tumn he became worse. The 
urine was more uniformly bloody, 
he often passed large clots of 
blood, and began to appear ema- 
ciated. 

_ The sulphate of copper and the 
acetate of Jead were successively 
resorted to, but as they both dis- 
agreed with the stomach and bow- 


els, their use was discontinued. 


In December two issues were 
made, one over each kidney. The 
effect of these issues was a sud- 
den diminvtion in the quantity of 
urine and also in the quantity of 
blood; but a new symptom now 
appeared, viz., a pain following 
the discharge of urine. An appa- 
rent improvement in his condition 
continued for several months, with 


' the exception of the pain just al- 


luded to, which became more and 
more troublesome. 

March 15th, 1824. My notes 
say he has had no discharge of 
blood for a fortnight, excepting a 
slight tinge this afternoon. With- 
in the last week he has had a pain 
attack him in the right knee, 
which passed to the calf and 


thence to the knee of the other 
leg. His bowels are still liable 
to derangement from slight causes. 
The issues coutinue to discharge, 
although they are smaller than 
they have been. April ist. As 
the painful affection left the knee 
the discharge of blood returned. 
The pain of passing urine is now 
extreme, and is often accompani- 
ed with tenesmus to such a degree 
that it sometimes produces invo- 
luntary discharge of the feces ; 
followed by shortness of breath. 
Bowels very irregular; counte- 
nance pale and emaciated. By 
the advice of some of his physi- 
cians he sailed to day for Rich- 
mond... 

June Ist. Returned worse ; 
dysuria increased; very much 
emaciated ; constant dry cough ; 
difficulty in respiration. Gave 
him squill pills, applied leeches 
over the pubis, and on going to 
bed gave him an injection of flax- 
seed tea andlaudanum. 

This treatment afforded entire 
relief to his pulmonary complaints, 
and very much mitigated his other 
sufferings. The injection was 
continued nightly for a long time 
with much benefit. But as the 
summer advanced, his complaints 
became worse. Frequent vomit- 
ings, with severe paroxysms of 
pain, seized him, his legs became 
cedematous, and he was constantly 
troubled with a dribbling of urine, 
for which he was obliged to wear 
oiled silk bags made for the pur- 
pose. In September he made a 
short visit to Nahant. After his 
return, his situation was truly dis- 
tressing. He would be seized 
several times in the course of an 
hour with excruciating pains, 
which seemed almost insupporta- 
ble ; his legs were painfully dis- 
tended ; and he rejected with dis- 
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tressing retching almost ever 
thing he took. Mothing could be 
done for his relief. The injec- 
tions of laudanum and flaxseed had 
lost most of their good effects, and 
there was this objection to them 
that they seemed to increase the 
irritability of the stomach. At this 
time, whilst I was assisting him in- 
to bed, he was seized with one of 
his paroxysms. I immediately 
gh upon the small of the 

ack with all my strength, at the 
same time passing my hands up 
and down. This gave him instan- 
taneous and entire relief. I con- 
tinued with him through the night, 
and resorted to the same method 
whenever he had warning of an 
approaching paroxysm, and uni- 
formly with relief. 

From the time of his returning, 
(20th of Sept.) from Nahant, he 
was no longer able to attend to 
his business. 

By rest from the active duties 
of life, and by resorting to the 
method just stated, his distress 


was much mitigated ; but he gra- 


dually declined until he died, on 
the 17th of October, 1824, being 


twenty months from the time of 


his first complaining. 


After death an examination was 


made by Drs. Ware, Doane, and 
Wells. The right kidney was 
found very much enlarged, being 


- twice the common size, and of an 


usually light color ; its consistence 
not much altered. The left kid- 
ney not much altered. The ure- 
ters were much distended. The 


_bladdér was very much diseased, 


being in a scirrhous state, in some 
parts an inch or more thick ; its 
cavity of course much diminished. 
The state of the bladder account- 
ed for the distressing paroxysms 
of pain which he suffered, and 
which resembled the severe pains 
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of a woman in labor, more than 
any thing to which I could com- 
pare them. And the appearance 
of the bladder reminded me 0 

what we may suppose that of the 
uterus to be soon after parturition. 
The mucous membrane of the sto- 
mach and intestines was also much 
inflamed. ‘The distention of the 
ureters can be accounted for 
from the state of the bladder, 
which presented a mechanical ob- 
struction to the passage of the 
urine. Whether the primary dis- 
ease occurred in the bladder or 
kidneys, it seems impossible to de- 
termine. But from the order of 
the symptoms I have been inclined 
to refer it to the kidneys. 


Case II. 


This case I saw in consultation 
with Dr. William J. Walker, of 
Charlestown, who has had the 


goodness to favor me with a history 


of the case and to send me the 
diseased kidney. He has added 
two other cases offremarkable dis- 
ease in this same organ. 

Mr. L. Lincolo, a married man 
of excellent character, correct 
habits, forty years of age, by trade 
a sailmaker, and who had never 
been affected with any venereal 
complaints, applied to me, three 
years since, on account of a se- 
rious disease of the urinary or- 
gans. He informed me that this 
disease commenced about eight 
years before that time, and could 
not be ascribed to any palpable 
cause. At first he had frequent 
Calls to pass urine, attended with a 
heat and itching about the orifice 
of the urethra and glans penis. 
This difficulty at first appeared 
to yield to the use of nitrous 
ether and laudanum, combined 
with mucilages. This relief was, 
however, only momentary, for the 
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complaint returned in paroxysms, 
and gradually became more se- 
vere, until it destroyed the com- 
fort, health, and finally the life of 
its victim. At the commence- 
ment of my attendance I noted 
the following symptoms. He was 
somewhat wasted in flesh; his 
countenance was anxious ; his 
pulse and skin natural, except 
when suffering from a paroxysm 
of pain. At this time he would 
sweat freely, yet his pulse would 
be but little altered from its 
healthy state. He was unable 
to retain his urine more than one 
or two hours, and never voided 
more than from four to six ounces 
atatime. The urine was always 
clear, never deposited a sediment, 
never contained either blood, mu- 
cus or pus, and always appeared 
of a healthy straw color. He 
now had a constant pain at the 
end of the yard, and a sense of 
weight about the rectum, which 
frequently induged him to go to 
stool without effect. This symp- 
tom was not dependent upon piles, 
for on examination per anum, I 
detected no disease of the anus, 
rectum, or prostate gland. His 
urine frequently stopped suddenly 
during its excretion. His parox- 
ysms were preceded and attended 
by a diminished flow of urine, and 
his relief always attended by a 
more copious flow of this fluid. 
A sound introduced into the blad- 
der came incontact with no stone. 
Yet when its point was directed 
to a certain part of the bladder, 
it produced a sensation of touching 
some substance harder than the 
coats of the bladder, but without 
the shock which is felt when the 
sound comes in contact with a 
stone. The introduction of the 
sound gave more pain than is usual 
with others, but its use, and even 


its free use, wag not followed by 
protracted pain, bleeding, or any 


sensible change in the urine. 


From the difficulty of the diagno- 
sis, I was induced to use the 
sound and to vary its form more 
freely than I should have done 
had I known the state of the blad- 
der as found on dissection. Dur- 
ing his paroxysms of suffering he 
constantly complained of the most 
acute pain in the right inguinal 
region. This spot he said he 
could cover with the point of his 
finger. His gait was peculiar. 
He walked with his legs wide 
apart, swinging forward as it were 
first one side of the body and then 
the other, without flexing the 


limbs, so as not to jar the system. — 


While walking, he usually had 
the right hand in his trowsers, 
holding the penis. His body was 
constantly inclined to the right 
side, and although in the prime of 
life he had the stoop forward, and 
every way the motions, of a man 
in the decrepitude of age. As 
the constitution of my patient was 
naturally good, his digestive or- 
gans in, perfect state, except 
when interrupted by the most 
agonising pain ; as he had no feb- 
rile symptoms, and as all his suf- 
ferings had reference to the uri- 
nary apparatus only, he received 
no treatment, save only such as 


might probably obviate or miti-' 


gate the sufferings which he en- 
dured. 
At the time of his greatest suf- 


fering he was three times bled by 


leeches. They were applied in 
considerable numbers to the peri- 
neum and the skin over the ex- 
ternal abdominal ring. After each 
application he complained of more 
pue than ordinary, and said the 

leeding hurt him. Of the truth 
of his suffering more for the leech- 
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ing I am by no means certain; I 
am, however, that it did him 
nogood. Saline cathartics were 
of no service, if we except soda 
and Rochelle powders, when they 
did not prove too operative. Py- 
rola umbellata, uva ursi, gum 
Arabic, decoctions of mucilagi- 
seeds, and mucilaginous 
drinks, generally gave some, yet 
but little relief. Nitrous ether, 
nitrous ether and oil of juniper, 
and bals. copaiva, appeared some- 
times of service, and sometimes 
worse than useless. Tonic medi- 
cines were always prejudicial. 
Fomentations, enemas, and all 
topical applications, failed of giv- 
ing relief. Opium, belladonna, 
and conicum maculatum, did no 
other good than to relieve pain for 
the time. As to diet, stimulating 
food didharm. Tender succulent 
vegetables, farinaceous articles 
and ripe fruits, proved most 
friendly. He expressed great 
relief from the use of asparagus, 
berries, milk, &c. henever 
his sufferings intermitted for a 
time, he would get a good appe- 
tite and increase in flesh; but a 
return of pain would soon reduce 
him to his former state. 

Finally, worn down by pain, and 
despondent, he yielded himself to 
quackery, swallowed the infalli- 
ble potions, and gave full credit 
to the last ‘medicine used during 
a paroxysm, until a new period of 
pain convinced him of his mistake. 


_A colliquative diarrhcea came on, 


which no medicine could restrain, 
and he died. * 

On opening the body I found no 
part diseased except the urinary 
organs. By removing the super- 
jacent parts, the kidney appeared 
about four or five times its natu- 
ral size ; and the ureter, through 
its whole course as large as a 


man’s thumb, was_ indurated, 
thickened, and apparently snort- 
ened. It was as it were stretch- 
ed from one viscus to another, 
and might account for the constant 
inclination of the body to the right 
side. On removing the kidney 
and ureter from their natural situ- 
ation, I found their cavities not 
materially enlarged. . The in- 
crease of size arose from an in- 
creased thickness’ of the paren- 
chymatous substance of the kid- 
ney and the coats of the ureter. 
The cavities of the kidney and 
ureter were ina state of suppu- 
ration. At this I was not a little 
surprised, as I have before stated 
that I had never detected in the 
urine either blood, pus or mucus. | 
I at first thought that the ureter 
might be impervious, but by using 
the blowpipe, air passed vas 
into the bladder and to the ki 
neys. Here then we had an ex- 
tensive suppurating cavity com- 
municating with the bladder, and 
yet until within a few days of the 
atient’s death no matter could 
e found in the urine. I say until 
within a few days of his death; 
for after my examination! learned 
of his wife that for the three or 
four last days of his life his urine 
looked as if a little milk had been 
mixed with it. . Before that time 
I can answer that it did not exist, 
as I was in the habit of inspecting 
it frequently, and had enjoined it 
upon my patient to save for my 
own eye any thing deviating from 
a perfectly natural appearance in 
this excretion. Here sir let me 
ask, when did this suppuration 
commence? Within a few days 
of the patient’s death? or at a 
much earlier period? Is it pos- 
sible that so extensive a suppura- 
tion could have existed in these 
parts, and no matter be detected 
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in the urine? and yet can it be 
ossible that suppuration had not 
onger existed ? considering the 
extent of disease, and the almost 
unequivocal marks of protracted 
ulceration and suppuration exhi- 
bited by the preparation now in 
your possession. On turning my 
attention to the bladder itself, I 
found its coats remarkably thin 
and weak, so much so that in en- 
deavoring to separate it from the 
circumjacent cellular membrane, 
my fingers passed through into its 
cavity. In other cases of contrac- 
tion of the size of the bladder, I 
believe the coats of this organ 
are thickened and strong ; at least 
it has been so with all those cases 
which have come to my know- 
ledge. The mucous membrane 
was changed from its natural ap- 
pearance to a smooth substance, 
covered by minute granular shin- 
ing points, which felt to the finger 
almost as hard as cartilage. The 
indurated part struck by the sound 
proved to be the end of the ureter 
where it enters the bladder. The 
sensation communicated to the 
fingers by touching this part of 
the bladder with the sound, the 
fact that the pain was principally 
in that place, and the difficulty of 
the diagnosis, led me to the belief 
that there might be a stone either 
impacted in the ureter or encyst- 
ed in this part of the bladder. On 
viewing the smallness of the blad- 
der and the tenuity of its coats, 
and reflecting on the freedom 
with which I had used the sound 
in this case, I could but be sur- 
prised that the point of this in- 
strument had not done irreparable 
mischief. 
Case IIT. 


In the year 1815 I was re- 
quested by my preceptor and 
friend, (the late Governor Brooks) 
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to examine a child of Mr. Calvin 
Turner, who had died of an im- 
mense tumor in the’ abdomen. 
The whole body, previous to any 
dissection, weighed twenty-seven 
pounds. Having laid open the 
abdomen, I found the tumor was 
one of the kidneys, which, when 
removed from its  connexions, 
weighed fourteen pounds, being 
one pound more than the residue 
of the body. On opening this kid- 
ney, I found its upper extremity 
had degenerated into a firm white 
substance, almost cartilaginous, 
but becoming less white and less 
hard as it approached the middle 
part, where it had the color and 
natural appearance of the paren- 
chy matous substance of the kidney 
in a natural state. The whole 
structure of this tumor resembled 
very nearly a natural kidney, al- 
lowance being made for its im- 
mense size. From its tubuli I 
pressed out urine having all the 
sensible properties of that fluid. 
Urine was also found in the pelvis 
of the kidney, and in the ureter. 
What the symptoms were which 
attended this case I cannot say, 
as I never saw the patient until I 
was called upon to make the dis- 
section. I learned from Governor 
Brooks, however, that this. was 
the third case of a similar disease 
which had occurred in his exten- 
sive practice, and that so little 
did the symptoms point to the 

recise nature of the disease, that 
in one case the spleen was sup- 
posed the part diseased, and in 
the other no satisfactory diagnosis 
could be formed till after dissec- 


tion, 
Case IV. 
About eleven years since I was 


Tequested to visit a Mr. Bailey, 


living in Tewksbury. The mes- 
senger who called on me, (himself 
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a medical man,) wished me to go 
prepared to perform an operation 
upon a large tumor situated upon 
the patient’s left side, and which 
Was supposed to be a suppuration 
of thespleen. On arriving at my 
patient’s house, I found a number 
of medical men who had convened 
to consult on the case, and to give 
assistance in any operation which 
might be deemed expedient. We 


found, by examining the side, a 


large tumor, which had the ap- 
pearance of pointing in two differ- 
ent places. The one was near 
the margin of the false ribs, about 
four inches from the ensiform car- 
tilage, and the other about four 
inches from the first in a line to- 
ward the posterior spinous process 
of the ileum. The skin over 


these points appeared reddish, and 


the parts thinner than at any oth- 
er places. Noone doubted that 
he felt fluctuation at these points, 
and even that fluctuation could be 


felt in the one by tapping on the 


other. The operation had been 


‘proposed to the patient by highly 


respectable gentlemen who had 
visited him previous to myself. 
All present thought it necessary. 
The patient and his wife ardently 


_ wished it done, expecting that a 


discharge of matter would give 
great relief. As the operation 
devolved upon me, and as I was 
at that time young in the profes- 
sion, I went alone into my patient’s 
room, that I might examine the 
case a little more carefully. This 
second thought proved fortunate 
for me, for by engaging the man 
in conversation, by altering his po- 
sition in bed, by having his legs 
raised, while I made my investi- 
gations, and by similar mancu- 
vers, I convinced myself that 
what appeared to be fluctuation 
might be only the slipping of a tu- 


mor under the parietes of the ab- 
domen. Suspicion being roused, 
I pursued my inquiries until I was 
fully convinced that the safety of 
the surgeon as well as of the pa- 
tient required forbearance. Per- 
haps the countenance of my pa- 
tient, and his extreme emaciation, 
assisted me inthe diagnosis. The 
countenance was that of a man 
laboring under incurable visceral 
disease ; an appearance which I 
will not undertake to describe, 
but which the attentive observing 
practitioner will readily know, 
after having once seenit. I had 
now got myself into trouble, for 
the patient and his wife insisted 
on having the operation done, say- 
ing he could only die, and that 
this operation constituted his only 
hope. In addition to this, some 
of my medical friends could not 
easily give up their preconceived 
opinions. They quoted my words 
just given, that there was fluctua- 
tion in the tumor. Finally, with 
much difficulty, | persuaded my 
patient and friends that it might 
be better to wait two or three 
weeks and to have the opening 
made at that time, if he should 
still wish it, and if it should then 
appear feasible. Under these 
circumstances I left my patient, 
satisfied I had established a repu- 
tation for timidity, and equally 
satisfied that I had found in my 
composition so much of that better 
part of valor called discretion. 

In a short time this man died. 
His body was examined % my 
much esteemed friend, Dr. Rufus 
Wyman. The tumor proved to | 
be the kidney ; was greatly en- 
larged ; had formed no adhesions 
with the peritoneum opposite 
where it had pointed ; was so soft 
in its texture that those present 
thought it contained a fluid until it 
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was removed from the body and 
opened. This opening proved it 
to be of a soft spongy nature, and 
was thought by Dr. Wyman to be 
of the nature of fungus hemato- 
des. This however was not all, 
for the colon, in a distended state, 
passed directly over the two pro- 
jecting points, in such a manner as 
to have been infallibly opened by 
any incision into the tumor. 

As this case had been attended 
by highly respectable practition- 
ers, and as the urinary secretions 
and excretions had been so well 
performed as’ not to point out the 
part diseased, may we not consi- 
der the following corollaries as 
established, viz., that great and 
even fatal disease may exist in 
the urinary apparatus, and yet not 
be discoverable by any known 
symptoms, and that a disease or 
irritation existing in one part of 
said apparatus, may produce 
symptoms of disease in any other 
part of the same. 

(To be continued.) 


Il. 
From the London Lancet. 


On Flooding.—From Lectures de- 
livered at Guy’s Hospital, 


By Dr. James BiunpE.u. 
Continued from p. 455. 


Management of the more copious 
Floodings.—It was observed to 
you ina former lecture, that we 
sometimes meet with cases of the 
earlier months, especially, in 
which the discharge from - the 
womb is sparing ; but in practice; 
we also meet with another variety 
of the disease, that, I mean, in 
which the discharge of blood is 
more copious, more dangerous, and 
more pertinacious—a sort of bleed- 
ing occurring occasionally in the 


earlier months, but still more fre- 
quent in the middle and later pe- 
riods of pregnancy. 

As in those cases where the 
discharge of blood from the uterus 
is sparing, it is always proper, 
when the discharge becomes Co- 
pious, that the patient be placed 
in the recumbent posture, and 
that she be kept perfectly still ; 
nor, if she lie in a very small 
room, or in a confined situation, 
provided the strength will allow, 
ought we to neglect her removal 
to a larger and more airy apart- 
ment, for the stimulus of heat has 
an obvious tendency to keep up 
the bleeding. 


Again, in those cases where the 


discharge from the uterus has 
been copious, as in the more spar- 
ing discharges, you are not to 
neglect the administration of nou- 
rishment. Nourishment the pa- 
tient can scarcely take with ad- 
vantage, provided the large gush- 
es of blood are still upon her; but 
it happens generally, in the cases 
under consideration, that after one 
or two large gushes, one, two, or 
more pints of blood escaping, the 
patient sinks into a state approach- 
ing deliquium, a small drain of 
blood alone remaining ; and under 
these circumstances nourishment 
may be administered with a fair 
prospect of advantage. Often, it 
is true, the digestive powers are 
in great measure lost ; but gene- 
rally, I conceive, a part of the 
food is digested, and contributes 
more or less to the formation of 


chyle and blood, in quantities not. 


to be despised when the patient 
is endangered by inanition. 

In the earlier months of preg- 
nancy, where the discharge of 


blood is small, the oil of turpen- . 
tine is recommended, on authori- 
ties in matters of experience well 
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deserving our deference. B 

Denman, and others, this same oi 
is recommended in the more ob- 
stinate cases of flooding, now un- 
der consideration ; and although I 
have not myself tried the oil suf: 
ficiently often to enable me per- 
sonally to vouch for its efficacy, 
yet on the whole, from the expe- 
riments which I have made with 
it, the impression left on my mind 
is favorable to its powers. I 
have told you already, that the 
quantity which different stomachs 
will bear is exceedingly diversifi- 
ed: from half an ounce to an 
ounce in the course of twenty-four 
hours may be considered as an 
average dose; sometimes you may 
exceed this, and sometimes even 
a smaller daily quantity will be 
rejected by the stomach. 
drachm or two at once may be 


administered, floating on distilled 


water, a form less offensive than 
that of emulsion, sometimes re- 
commended. 

Further, when there are large 
discharges of blood from the ute- 
rus, the patient being prone to 
sink into a state of asphyxia, it 
may then, no doubt, become ne- 
cessary to keep up the action of 
the heart by stimuli, (spirits more 
especially,) administered in a 
manner which I shall hereafter 


prescribe ; but if, on the other: 


hand, you are persuaded that the 
faintness is fugacious, beware of 
rousing the patient too hastily. 
Of the vascular action a Certain 
degree of reduction is safe and to 
be wished for in these cases, be- 
cause, under this faintness, the 
stream of blood loses its impetuosi- 
ty, and the inherent disposition to 
concretion is augmented, the quan- 
tity of blood passing through the 
vessels ina given time, and conse- 
quently the quantity of blood in a 


given time discharged from these 
vessels, when torn open, being 
smaller in consequence ; and on 
all these accounts, if the faintness 
be not very great, it is to be look- 
ed upon as a natural, and very 
powerful, and very desirable re- 
medy, for staunching the dis- 
charge. | 
In flooding from the uterus, con- 
siderable advantage appears to be 
derived from the use of lead taken 
into the stomach, or administered 
by the rectum. To omit less 
weighty authorities, . this remedy 
Dr. Haighton used to mention with. 
great commendation, conceiving 
that he had himself used it with 
decided advantage. -If you make 
trial of the lead, it is in the larger 
doses you should employ it, the 


A quantity being from four to six 


grains of the super-acetate in the 
course of twenty-four, hours ; six 
grains being a ‘‘ large daily dose,” 
and four grains in the twenty-four 
hours, a dose more moderate. 
With respect to the mode of ad- 
ministration, it may either be dis- 
solved in distilled vinegar, with a 
proper mixture of distilled water, 
or it may be formed into pills. 
And as the lead sometimes offends 
the bowels, giving rise to very 
severe spasms there, endeavors 
may be made to correct this evil, 
by the conjunction of the lead with 
opium. ‘fo two grains of the su- 
per-acetate, add half a grain of 
opium, to be formed into a pill, and 
this the patient may take two or 
three times a day ; or again, to 
five grains of the super-acetate of 
lead, add 60 drops of the tincture 
of opium, three ounces of distilled — 
vinegar, and the same quantity of 
distilled water, mixing and dissolv- 
ing; the patient afterwards taking, _ 
four times a day, one quarter part 
for a dose. The lead, though re-. 
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puted a powerful medicine, espe- 
cially where there is a tendency 
to draining, is, it must be acknow- 
ledged, an unwieldy sort of reme- 
dy,—a kind of elephant in the 
battle. For this reason, the lead 
ought not to be used, unless the 
case seems peremptorily to re- 
quire the more active treatment. 
It is not on every occasion that I 
would advise you to sit down, and, 
asa matter of course, to prescribe 
the super-acetate. If, however, 
you find the discharge copious and 
dangerous, and, above all, degene- 
rating into obstinate drainings ; if, 
to use a strong expression, death 
stare the patient in the face, un- 
der such circumstances, the ac- 
tive use of the lead might be re- 
commended, and I think you would 
be fully justified in giving those 
large, and somewhat dangerous, 
daily doses, of which the measure 
was before given. 

Under the action of lead, a pa- 
ralytic affection, affecting the 
brachial muscles, is liable to be 
produced, occasioning a weakness 
of the wrist, denominated the dan- 
gles. In painters, and those whose 
occupations lead them to handle 
the more active forms of the lead, 
this obstinate paralysis is now and 
then produced. Whether the in- 
ternal use of the lead have the 
same effect, I am not prepared 
to decide ; but I never saw or 
heard of a single case of flooding 
or other bleeding, where, under 
the use of the super-acetate, this 
distressing disease has threatened 
the patient ; and although I con- 
ceive that this fact ought to put 
you on your guard, there is no 
reason why you should be intimi- 
dated or deterred by it. Colica 
pictonum is certainly produced, 
sometimes by the lead in larger 


doses; avery severe pain extend- 
ing itself along the bowels, as the 
lead makes its way through them, 
harassing the patient much, but 
lasting a few hours only. From 
20 to 30 grains of the compound 
extract of colocynthis, with 2 or 
3 or 4 grains of opium, is a useful 
remedy in these cases ; or provid- 
ed you deem the pain to be seated 
principally in the larger bowels, 
an ounce of the olewm ricini, and 
half a drachm, or a drachm by 
measure, of the tincture of opium, 
may be injected into the bowels 
with advantage. 

Where the lead is given with 
due caution in the larger doses, it 
may be given in safety ; but you 
may ask me, in what do these 
cautions consist ? If you are ad- 
ministering the lead largely, you 
should observe the bleeding, and 
if you have effectually stopped it, 
let the lead be laid aside. Active 
and dangerous as the remedy is, a 
single dose more than seems to be 
justified by the urgency of the 
flooding, ought not to be adminis- 
tered. When the lead is adminis- 
tered, watch ; if intestinal pains 
are not produced, it is well ; 
while, on the other hand, if you 
find severe pains in the bowels, 
the remedy should be laid aside, 
for, under these circumstances, 
its continuance is not, perhaps, 
wholly unattended with danger. 
Again, in administering the lead, 
you ought to bear in mind, as you 
proceed, the aggregate quantity 
which may have been already giv- 
en. Till, from your own: expe- 
rience, you find that more may be 
safely administered, do not rashly 
exceed the aggregate of 20 or 30, 
or, at most, 30 or 40 grains of the 
super-acetate, relinquishing the 
further use of the remedy if these 
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quantities are inadequate to afford 
relief. So that by not exceeding 
a certain aggregate, which may 
be fixed by your own observations, 
by relinquishing the lead as soon 
as intestinal spasms become mani- 
fest, by refraining from the further 
use of the remedy, as soon as the 
bleeding is effectually checked, 
however small the quantity which 
may have been administered, you 
secure to yourselves, I think, the 
active use of the remedy without 


-its danger. 


(To be continued.) 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, SEPT. 9, 1828. 


BOSTON MEDICAL DISPENSARY 
REPORTS. 


For the Month of July, 1828. 


Durune the first decade the weather 
was warm, pleasant, and for the most 


_part clear, After the 10th it was 


very changeful: the heat of the day 
was at times oppressive ; and show- 
ers, with much hightaing and thunder, 
were very frequent. Rain fell every 
day, except three, between the 10th 
and 27th, and the five last days of 
this space were excessively hot. 


NORTHERN DISTRICT. 
Whole number of cases, 65. Of 


Arthrosia chronica - 
do. hydarthrus atonica 
Bex convulsiva - 
do. sicca 
Cholera biliosa 
Colica - - 
Diarrhea - 
Dysenteria - 
Dyspepsia - 
Ecthyma luridum 
Erysipelas. - 
Gastritis - - 
Hemoptysis entonica- 
Helminthia alvi lumbricoides 
Impetigo sparsa - 


Here wn wd 


Odontia dentitionis 
Ophthalmia ectropium 
Paramenia emansio 
do. profusa 
do. suppressio 
Parturitio - - 
Phlegmone communis 
do. labie - 
Pleuralgia chronica 
Pleuritis - - 
P neumonitis notha - 
Prurigo 
Synochus 
Uleus - 
Vulnus - 


Of the above cases 36 were adults; 
29 under puberty: 34 females; 3 
males. 

The acute diseases of the ali- 
mentary canal have been of a mild 
character, and the greater part pre- 
senting only local symptoms, and 
attended with little constitutional 
derangement. 

The cases of Synochus were 
generally mild, and were all con- 
nected with irritation or inflammation 
of the stomach and intestines. 

The case of Chorea, which was 
reported the last month, occurred in 
a girl aged 13 years, of a weak con- 
stitution. It commenced with irre- 
gular and involuntary action of the 
muscles of the head and face, and 
more particularly those of the mouth ;. 
the hands and arms were next affect- 
ed, and finally the muscles of the 
trunk and lower extremities. The 
patient would frequently fall when 
attempting to walk. The appetite 
was but little impaired, and the bow- 
els generally were regular, Brisk 
purgatives were employed, and af- 
terwards the carb. ferri in large doses, 
without any apparent improvement. 
The mode of treatment was. then 
adopted which has beer recommend- 
ed by M. Serres, of Paris, _ This 


celebrated anatomist, having observed 


that injuries of the tubercula. qua- 
drigemina in animals produced a ro- 
tatory motion, and spasmodic action 
of the muscles, somewhat similar to 
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those seen in chorea, concluded that 
inflammation of this portion of the 
encephalon was the proximate cause 
of many cases of chorea. This hy- 
pothesis was confirmed by post-mor- 
tem examinations of those who died 
laboring under this affection, in whom 
he found these parts in a state of in- 
flammation, or otherwise diseased. 
The treatment he recommends, and 
which he has successfully employed, 
consists in the local abstraction of 
blood, and the long continued appli- 
cation of blisters to the back of the 
neck. In the case we are relating, 
the debility of the patient counter- 
indicated the loss of blood: a large 
blister was applied high on the neck, 
and kept freely discharging by the 
ung. ant. tart. In three days the 
convulsive motions of the face had 
entirely ceased, and the hands and 
arms soon became free from them. In 
twelve days after this treatment was 
commenced, the patient had entire 


command of all the voluntary mus- — 


cles, and could walk as well as ever. 
Six weeks have elapsed since reco- 
very, and no return of the disease 
has been manifested. 

J. W. McKean, 


EASTERN DISTRICT. 


The number of cases was 100: of 
these, 3 were puerperal; 100—-3—=97 
cases requiring medical or surgical 
treatment. Of 

Abortus 

Anetus tertianus) - 

Arthrosia acuta - 

do. chronica 

Asthma humidum - 

Blenorrhoea luodes - 

Bronchlemmitis 

Caama - 

Causis - - 

Cholera biliosa 

Diarrhoea biliosa 


do. serosa 
Dysenteria 


Dyspepsia - 


Epanetus mitis 
Epilepsia - 
Gastritis 
Gastroduodenitis - 
Helminthia alvi lumbric. 
do. __ podicis ascarid. 
Hydarthrus - 
Icterus choleeus_ - 
do. hepaticus - 
Impetigo sparsa - 
Odontia dentitionis 
do. dolorosa - 
Ophthalmia glutinosa 
do, chronica 
Paracusis obtusa - 
Paralysis rachialgica 
Paramenia suppressio 
do. difficilis 
Paronychia - - 
Phlegmone communis 
do. mammeze 
Phthisis - 
Plethora entonica 
Pleuritis - 
Pneumonitis vera 
Porrigo favosa 
Psoriasis guttata 
Roseola - 
Scabies purulenta 
Stremma - 
Strophulus confertus 


Synochus - - 
Systremma - - 
Typhus - - 
Ulcus - - - 
Varicella - - 


The patients under puberty were 
0.31; adult females furnished .48 of 
the cases of acute disease. 

.07 of the medical cases were of 
bronchial and pulmonary disease ; 
.36 were disorders of the digestive 
organs, 

In the fevers of this month the 
cerebral derangements were as great 
as in those of the last, and the gas- 
troénteric disorder was more urgent. 

All the cases of diarrhoea occurred 
in infants. The cases of cholera, 
except two, were in adults; the in- 
troduction of some improper article 
of food or drink, whether alcohol or 
cold water, might be recognised as 
the exciting cause in them all. Dif- 


i 
| 
} 
| 
f 
| 
Fis 
i 
a 
A 
eH 
{ | 
it 4 
4 
- 
| 
| 
i 
Fs 
x 
t 
: 
Sa 
4 
7 
do. \ mucosa - - 
- 
| 
* 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. ATT 


ference of diet probably produced 
the diversity in the enteric diseases of 
infants and of adults, both of whom 
were subjected to like atmospheric 
influences. 

The paralysis occurred in paint- 
ers, and one of the cases succeeded 
to a colic of a week’s duration. A 
warm bath, and brisk purging by hy- 
drarg. submur. and magnes. sulphat. 


~ being premised, the cure was attempt- 


ed by the nitrate of silver given in 
gradually increasing doses, beginning 
with three grains thrice a day on an 
empty stomach. The formula was a 
pill made up with bread or with ex- 
tract of butternut. This medicine 
was continued for a fortnight, and 
the dose was raised during the last 
days of its exhibition to 4} grains 
four times a day in one of the cases, 
The only perceptible effects were 
increase of appetite, removal of cos- 
tiveness, and restoration of color to 
the cheeks and lips. These patients 
are still under treatment. 
J. G. STEvENson. 
MIDDLE DiSTRICT, 
Whole number of cases, 54. Of 


Anetus quotid. 
Arthrosia acut. 
Catarrhus 
Cephalza 
Cholera 
Colica - 
Contusio 
Diarrhoea 
Dysenteria 
Dyspepsia 
Emesis - 
Enecia - 
Erythema 
Hemoptysis 
Hepatitis 
Hysteria 
Ophthalmia 
Paralysis 
Paronychia 
Paruria diff. 
Urticaria 


Several cases of a chronic charac- 
ter, which however came under treat- 


ment during the month, are not in- 
cluded in the above estimate. 

Two of the cases reported as Co- 
lica occurred during the hot weather, 
and were brought on by the impru- 
dent use of cold water. In one of 
these the patient was found in a tor- 
pid state, approaching to coma; the 
pulse was full and hard, the face 
somewhat flushed, and the tempera- 
ture of the skin augmented, There 
was, as far as could be ascertained, 
a sense of great oppression at the 
stomach, but not pain. He was 
much relieved by venesection, after 
which he slept quietly, and awoke 
well at the end of seven or eight 
hours, E. G, Davis. 


WESTERN DISTRICT, 

Whole number of cases, 63. 

Arthrosia - - 
Asthma 
Bex humida - 
Cephalza naus. 
Cholera bilios. 
Colica 

Concussio cerebri 


Contusio 
Coprost. const. 
Diarrhoea - 


Dysenteria 
Enecia 
E. erysipelas - 
Ex. prurigo - 
Ecp. porrigo - 
Emp. pleuritis 
L. dyspepsia - 
Paramen. obstr. 
Parturitio 
Proctica marisca- 
Venenum a centipeda 


The subject of the last case in the 
report was a truckman, 41 years of 
age, of debilitated habit. When en- 
gaged in discharging dry southern 
hides from a vessel, he was bitten 
just above the ankle by a centipede. 
This happened about 4 o’clock, P. 
M. I first saw him at 10 o'clock, 
evening ; found the leg, from the an- 
kle to the knee, moderately swollen 
and painful ; pain commenced at the 
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part bitten, and had gradually ex- 
tended through the limb to the pel- 
vis. There was no symptomatic dis- 
turbance of the system. Was di- 
rected to keep the limb covered with 
cloths kept wet with pure aqua am- 
moniz, and to take a wineglassful of 
ol. olive every two hours during the 
night. On the following morning, 
he stated that the pain continued to 
extend until he felt it in every part 
of him, and that about 4 o'clock, 
A. M., it entirely subsided, leaving 
him in a dull and drowsy state. 
Swelling of the limb had not in- 
creased nor extended ; pulse slow ; 
skin and sensations natural; bowels 
not moved ; was directed to take a ca- 
thartic, and to continue former medi- 
cines. On the next day found him 
comfortable. No unfavorable symp- 
tom afterwards occurred. A disco- 
loration, of the size of a half dollar, 
about the bitten part, gave him some 
alarm, but disappeared in three or 
four days, J. H. Lang. 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT. 


Whole number of cases, 95. Of 

Arthrosia acuta - 1 
do, chronica - - 1 
Asthma humid. senile - 1 
Bex convulsiva_ - 1 
do. siccas - 2 
Cauma - - - - 7 
Causis a sole - ° - 1 
Cholera infantum - - 6 
do. spasmodica = - 2 
do. vulgaris - 4 
Coprostasis coacta- - 1 
Diarrhoea - - 4 
Dysenteria - - 3 
- 2 


Ecpyesis porrigo favosa 
do, do, __galeata 

Exormia lichen ferus - 
do. lividus - 
. do. simplex - 
do. do. urticosus 
Hydathrus strumatosus 
Hemoptysis - 
Helminthia - 
Icterus cholceus - 
Limosis dyspepsia sed. 
Marasmus phthisis catar. 
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Syncope cardiaca vitiosa 
Syspasia convulsio - 
Thlasma contusio - 
Ulcus incarnans” 

do. vitiosum - 
Urticaria - - 


Females, 65 : over fifteen, 43 5 un- 
der fifteen, 22. Males, $0: over fif- 
teen, 14; under fifieen, 16. 


The diseases of this month have 
been of a mild character, for the 
most part yielding readily to medical 
treatment. Such were the cases of 
Cauma, and in Cholera infantum the 
plan laid down by Dr. Dewees in his 
“Diseases of Children,” has been 
followed in every case with success, 

The case of Exormia lichen ferus 
occurred in a child of 14 months ; it 
was very severe, but yielded to sooth- 
ing sedative remedies, with frequent 
ablution. 

The case of Exormia lichen livi- 
dus was a young man of 18, the 
same patient who furnished one of 
the cases of livid lichen in May, and 
for which at that time he entered the 
Mass. Gen. Hospital, and in fifteen 
or twenty days was discharged cured. 
He continued well until the 10th of 
July, when the disease returned with 
as much virulence as ever, after ex- 


Odont. dolor. cariosa 3 
Ophthalmia chronica - 2 
Paracy. irritativa gastrodynia 1 
do. uterina hemor. 1 
Paramenia obstruct. | - 1 
do. superilua crebra 2 
Paristhmitis tonsillaris 1 

Parturitio - - 
Paruria incontinens - 1 
Phlegmuone communis” 1 
Rosalia paristhmitica - 2 
do. simplex - Kio 
Stremma - - - 1 
1 
1 

1. 

2 
1 


‘posure to rain, and over exertion. 


The patient again entered the Hos- 
pital—This variety of lichen re- 
quires for its cure a long course of 
tonic and alterative remedies, Such 
is particularly the case with this pa- 


tient, he having within a few years 


had a part of the tibia removed for 
the cure of a carious ulcer, 
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The Nettle lichen at the com- 
mencement of the month was un- 
commonly severe, but it gradually 
subsided, so that on the 30th there 
was not a case under treatment. 
The same remedies were successful 
as in June, and it generally disap- 
peared in a few days, particularly 
so towards the end of the month. 

’ Rosalia and its varieties have not 
been unfrequent. They were gene- 
raily mild. In most of the cases 
which came under my care, the 
throat was more or less affected. 

The cases of Rosalia paristhmitis 
were uncommonly severe for this 
season, They occurred in a girl of 
14, and her brother of 11 years. 
These patients were only sustained 
by a most vigorous course of tonics, 
antiseptics and stimulants. After 
their recovery, the disease in_ its 
milder form affected other members 
of the family, who not receiving the 
benefit of the Dispensary, their cases 
are not reported. 

Cuarzes T. Hipreru. 
SOUTH BOSTON DISTRICT. 
. (Including May, June, and July.) 


Whole number of cases, 35, Of 
Catarrhus - - - 3 
Cephalza pulsatitis one 
Coprostasis coacta- 1 
Dyspepsia - - - 1 
D.apotu - - - @2 
Ephemera mitis. - - 1 
Erythema intertrigo - 1 
Exormia strophulus - 1 
Hernia inguinalis - 1 
Odontia dentitionis - - 1 
Ophthalmia chronica 1 
Paralysis hemiplegia 
Paramenia suppressionis- 1 

do. cessationis 1 
Parapsis - 
Paristhmitis - - - 1 
Plethora entonica et hemor- 

rhagia - - 1 
Pneumonitis - = 
P. notha - 
Psoriasis 1 
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Puerperal - 8 
Scabies- - = - 4 


Varicella - 1 
Vuluus - 1 
Horatio Rostnson. 


BOSTON MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
H. Srepman, M.D., has 
been admitted a member of this As- 
sociation, 


A Communication on Dengue Fe- 
ver, as it prevails in New-Orleans, 
has recently been received from Dr. 
Philip J. Dumaresq, and will shortly 
appear. 


WEEKLY KEPORT OF DEATHS IN BOS 
TON, 
Ending Aug. 22, at noon. 

Aug. 23. Samuel B. A. Cazneau, 


James L. Crocket, 
Aon Louisa Collier, 5 


Charles F. Dam, 1 day. 

24. Nahum Whitney, jr. 10 mo. 
Hannah Dutch, 53 yrs. 
Jonathan Amory, 

° Emily D. Fenno, 11 mo. 
Charles Matthews, 18 
John Ficket, 45 yrs. 

25. John Ryan, 21 
Betsey Bennet, 18 mo. 
Eliza Allen, 30 yrs. 
Carolina Peacock, 22. 

26. Emily Sumner, 6 mo. 
Edward Hiller Jones, 27 yre. 
Elizabeth Rand, ; 
Mary Ann Nourse, 

John Lee, 16 mo. 
Jeremiah Stimpson, 51 yrs. 
Sarah Goodwin, 28 
Peter Bruce, 28 

27. Charles F. Conning, 5 mo. 
Matthew Keathing, 45 yrs. 
Elizabeth P. Whitemore, 20: 

28. George C. Gurney, 9 mo. 
Nathan Cobb, , 8 


James Dorrity, 14 
Louisa Jeffs, 26 yrs. 

29. Alden Cutler, 22 
Henry S. Rhoades, 10 
Isaac Poor, 51 

30. Ann Bosson, 78 
Owen McQuade, 38 
John G, Plamboeck, 65 


Bilious fever, 2—canker in the bowels, 1— 
cholera infantum, 4—colic, 1—consumption, 
4—dropsy in the head, 1—dysentery, 1—fits, 
2—intemperance, 4—liver complaint, 1—ma- 
rasmus, 1—old age, 1—paralytic, 1—typhus 
fever, 1—teething; 2—unknown, 8. Males, 
22—Females, 13. Stillborn, 1. Total, 36. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEDICAL INSTITUTION OF 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY. 
HE MEDICAL LECTURES will be- 
gin on the third Wednesday in Oc- 
tober, in the Massachusetts Medical Col- 
lege, Mason-street, Boston. 


Anatomy and Surgery, by Dr. WARREN. 

Chemisiry, by Dr. WEBSTER. 

Materia Medica, by Dr. BrcEtow. 

Midwifery and Medical Jurisprudence, 
by Dr. CHANNING. 

Theory and Practice of Physic, by Dr. 
JACKSON. 


The I.ectures continue thirteen weeks. 
The Class attend the Medical and Surgi- 
cal Practice of the Massachusetts Gene- 
ral Hospital, and Dr. Jackson’s Clinical 
Lecture on the Cases, without fees.— 
Separate Lectures on the Principles of 
Surgery are given by Dr. Warren without 
fees. Arrangements have been made for 
the study of Practical Anatomy, which 
will probably afford as great facilities as 
can be desired, andatas lowarate as 
at any school in the United States. The 
use of the Library of the Massachusetts 
Medical College may be obtained during 
the Course, by paying one dollar. The 
Professor of Chemistry will receive private 
pupils for instruction in the Laboratory. 

WALTER CHANNING, 
Dean of the Faculty. 


PRIZE DISSERTATION 

On the Effects of Spirituous Liquors. 
T the Annual Meeting of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society in 1827, 

the following resolution was adopted :— 
** Resolved, ‘That this Society will use 
the skill of its members in ascertaining 
the best mode of preventing and curing 
the habit of intemperance, and that for 
this purpose a premium of FIFTY DOLLARS 
shall be offered for the best Dissertation 
on the subject; which after being approv- 
ed by the Counsellors shall be read at 
the next annual meeting of the Society, 
and afterwards printed ; and that the au- 
thors be requested to point out the cir- 
cumstances in which the abandonment of 
the habitual use of stimulating drinks is 
dangerous ; and also to investigate the ef- 
fect of the use of wine and ardent spirits 
on the different organs and textures of the 

human hody.” 


OW 
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In consequence of this resolution two 
dissertations were presented ; but not be- 
ing sent within the time specified, they 
could not be examined, 

At the Annual Meeting of the Society 
in 1828, it was voted to renew the offer 
of the premium on the same conditions, 
and the undersigned were chosen to re- 
ceive and examine the dissertations. 

The dissertations presented for the pre- 
miums may be left at the office of Mr. 
John Cotton, Bookseller, Boston, or sent 
to the Chairman of the Committee ; on or 
before the 15th day of April, 1829. 

JOHN C. WARREN, 

ZABDIEL B. ADAMS, 

JOHN WARE, 

A dissertation marked “ Fons et Origo 
Mali,” is left at Mr. Cotton’s Bookstore, 
for the author if he should desire it. 


Editors of newspapers are respectfully re- 
quested lo republish the above for the pub- 
lic good. aug 9 


Committee. 


Some persons having believed that the 
premium offered by the Mass. Med. Soc. 
for the best dissertation on Intemperance, 
is to be confined to the members of the 
Society, notice is hereby given that the 
above named premium is open to all who 
may incline to become candidates for it. 


MEDICAL LECTURES OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT. » 


HE MEDICAL LECTURES of the 
University of Vermont will begin as 
usual at Burlington on the first Wednes- 
day in September, and be continued four- 
teen weeks. 


Chemistry and Natural Philosophy, by 
GrorGE W. Benenict, A. M. 

Theory and Practice of Physic, Materia 
Medica, and Obstetrics, by W. SwEEt- 
ser, M. D. 

Anatomy and Surgery, by Bens. Lin- 
coun, M. D. 


Each Lecturer will enter upon his 
course of instruction at the beginning of 
the term, and continue til! its close. Four 
Lectures will be delivered daily. 

Trerms—Forty dollars for the course, 
and three dollars for contingent expenses, 

A new and suitable medical building, 
in the centre of the town, with commodi- 
ous lecture rooms, will be in readiness for 


the accommodation of the class. 
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